
In 2009 MMM finds  

itself at a turning point. 

At our annual board 

meeting in February, we 

needed to determine our 

2009 goals. In these      

difficult times we faced 

three choices: slow 

down and build fewer 

wells, maintain the goal 

of 1,500 wells from 

2008, or increase the 

goal for 2009 to 2,000 

wells. 
 

We have always moved 

forward doing the best 

we can, where we are, 

with what God has given 

us. But in these grim 

economic times, how 

can we hope to continue 

our growth or even    

retain the goal we had 

for 2008? To increase 

our goal to 2,000 wells 

would mean 5 new 

trucks, 5 new  motorcy-

cles, 5 additional             

African Field Officers 

(bringing our total FOs 

to 18 on the payroll), 

plus 3 African coordina-

tors. To do this would 

seem irresponsible, even 

crazy in a time when so 

many are cutting back. 
 

Yet, how easily we         

forget how God has            

carried us year after year 

after year. We have 

stood on holy ground 

and watched His              

miracles and we know 

this is not our Shallow 

Well Program; it is 

Godôs Shallow Well 

Program. Dare we doubt 

his blessings in the       

future? 
 

MMMôs board voted to 

increase our 2009 goal 

to 2,000 wells in order to 

provide 400,000 of the 

extreme poor in Africa 

(240,000 children) with 

a sustainable source of 

safe drinking water. 
 

We ask you to join us in 

this struggle. Volunteer 

to drive a 4-wheel-drive 

pickup in the African 

bush. Pray for us and the 

village communities 

daily. Buy a well for 

$350. Sponsor an             

African Field Officer for 

$11,500 a year. Purchase 

a Field  Officerôs motor-

cycle for $5,500 or buy a 

4-wheel- drive pickup 

for $40,000.  
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Marion Medical Mission is an 

ecumenical, Christian, front-line, 

hands-on, volunteer, non-profit  

organization that responds to 

Christ's call to serve by working 

hand-in-hand with God's people in 

Africa.  
 

We show the love of Christ 

through projects that directly     

impact the African people,    

stressing self-help and             

sustainability.  

   
 

¶ 100% of all designated funds go 

to their designated purposes. 
 

¶ 100% of all undesignated funds 

go to the mission field in Africa 
 

¶ No overhead or administrative 

costs are deducted. 
 

¶ MMM is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

tax-deductible corporation. 
 

¶ For only $350 you can furnish a 

shallow well for a village in     

Malawi, Tanzania, or Zambia. 
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Remember ten dollars 

helps provide a well. 

Five dollars helps. 

Every penny and every 

person is needed in this 

war against unsafe 

drinking water.  
 

Pray God uses us once 

again. ñ2,000 wells in 

2009!ò 
 

The application for 

MMMôs 2009 Mission 

Trip is now available on 

our website: 
 

www.marionmedical.org  



in the teeth due to our    

Family Water of Life            

Project. Our motivation is 

both the need for clean        

water and obedience to          

Jesusô command about          

giving a cup of cold water  

in His name, thereby doing  

it to Him. Itôs simple, Obey 

Jesus or Disobey Jesus. Duh! 

God said clearly, ñHook up 

with these folksðthey are 

the real deal!ò  

 

We shared the well idea 

with our two married kids 

and our 7 grandkids and 

showed them our first ñwell 

picture.ò  Instant interest 

and excitement.  So, hereôs 

our deal. Money above our 

regular tithe we will put 

into a fund called ñThe 

Wells.ò Grandma is the 

money manager. When we 

get around $350, we send it 

into to MMM. The grands 

give from gifts and their 

allowance. Our grands have 

a well picture on the refrig-

erator. They challenge each 

other to give money into the 

pot.   
 

Our family goal is at least 8 

wells a year. Not a lot but 

good for our small band. 

And the grands are chal-

lenging friends outside the 

family. The circle widens. 

Among our grands and their 

school mates there is a new 

ñworld perspectiveò and a 

growing knowledge of 

world needs.   

 

The ñBig Iò that plagues 

kids today is getting a kick 

Water of Life Project by Rev. & Mrs. Bill Solomon 

The Solomon Water of Life 

Family Project is a no 

brainer! Grandpa and 

Grandma Solomon (Rev. & 

Mrs. Bill Solomon, June) 

have pastored 9 churches 

during these 42 ministry 

years. Missionary prayer 

and money support was a 

big thing in every one. 

 

Very early we learned that 

the biggest health epidemic 

in the world is not AIDS 

but polluted drinking          

water. Millions die each 

year due all types of water-

borne diseases. God laid a 

big burden on Grandpa and 

Grandmaôs heart for clean 

drinking and washing water 

for His children. We looked 

long and hard for a            

responsible organization to 

support. Then we found 

MMM quite by accident 

(sic!). We sent some money 

and got information. 

striving to help our partner 

communities maintain their 

wells.  They have proven 

that they want to do this. 

They will succeed if they 

are enabled with the  neces-

sary skills and  support. We 

are committed to working 

with them so that they will 

attain this goal. 

 

We are grateful to several 

generous grants that help us 

improve sustainability.  

Marion Medical Mission Shallow Well Program 

More than one-third of the 

rural populations in        

Malawi, Tanzania, and 

Zambia currently lack             

access to safe drinking           

water. These people are 

among the most impover-

ished in the world.  Marion 

Medical Mission, through 

the grace of God and the 

generosity of thousands of 

churches and individuals, 

has responded to this need.  

 

Some 8,800 wells have 

been built, serving hundreds 

of thousands of people.  As 

we reach out to even more 

communities who need a 

source of safe drinking            

water, we are continually  

Solomon Family: 

Back Row: Chuck & Jenn Solomon 

Middle Row: C.W., Jacob, Joy, Jordan, Grandpa & Grandma, 

Cindy & Rocky, Judah 

Front Row: Mattie Mae & Luke 

May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, 

half truths and superficial relationships, so that you 

may live deep within your heart.  
 

May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, 

and exploitation of people, so that you may work for 

justice, freedom and peace.  
 

May God bless you with tears to shed for those who 

suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war, so that 

you may reach out your hand to comfort them and to 

turn their pain into joy.  
 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness to 

believe that you can make a difference in this world, so 

that you can do what others claim cannot be done.   

All this is done in partnership with our sister churches: The Church of Central Africa 

Presbyterian - Synods of Livingstonia and Nkhoma in Malawi, and the Synod of            

Zambia in Zambia. In Tanzania we work with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Tanzania, the Konde Diocese. 

A Franciscan Benediction  


