
Lord bless us with 

enough foolishness to             

believe we can make a            

difference in this world so 

we can do what others 

claim cannot be done.  

(Taken from a Franciscan 

Benediction). 

M a r i o n  M e d i c a l              

Missionôs 2009 goal is to 

build 2,000 wells to              

provide 400,000 of the            

extreme poor in Africa 

(240,000 children) with a 

sustainable source of safe 

drinking water. Our                

purpose is to share the love 

of Christ through the            

Shallow Well Program. 

In John 15:5 we read, 

ñI am the vine; you are the 

branches. Those who abide 

in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart 

from me you can do      

nothing.ò Throughout the 

Bible we see the great 

sweep of Godôs work 

through his people as they 

bore fruit as testimony to 

him. He used MMM, our 

African partners* and the 

village communities to built 

1,727 wells in 2008 provid-

ing 345,000 people with a 

sustainable source of safe 

drinking water. 

Christian faith gave rise 

to the Shallow Well              

Program and Christian faith 

sustains the Shallow Well 

Program. 

We have a horizontal 

relationship with our            

African partners and work 

hand-in-hand with the           

village communities. The 

villagers make the brick, 

provide the sand, stone and 

unskilled labor. We provide 

only what they cannot: the 

cement, pipe, pump and 

skilled African builders.   

Shallow Wells can only 

be effectively built at the 

end of the dry season just 

before the rains come when 

the ground water is at its  

lowest point of the year. 

This gives us only two 

months each year to build 

these wells. Last year, 1727 

wells were built  before the 

rains came and construction 

on the first well did not 

start until September 16th.  

Subsistence farmers are 

the Shallow Well mainte-

nance people. In addition to 

well maintenance, they 

make the  galvanized parts 

to the pump we have used 

since 1995. They cut the 

pipe and the threads on 2ò 

and İò  galvanized pipe by 

hand without the  use of 

electric power. There has 

never been a year when we 

didnôt have the pumps we 

needed when we needed 

them. And last year they 

made 1,727 pumps.  

The Shallow Well         

Program is about 

bearing active wit-

ness to the Prince of 

Peace in a violent 

and suffering world.  

Jesus did not 

write a bookðhe 

formed a community 

which bore fruit. 

Bless us with enough Foolishness! by Tom Logan 

In this issue:  

Bless us with Enough 
Foolishness!  

1 

Letters and volunteer 
trip reports  

2 

2009 Spring Trip       
Update  

3 

Approved Projects                
Fundraising Ideas  

4 

Donation Page  5 

2009 Mission trip                  
Volunteers  

6 

  

Marion Medical Mission is an 

ecumenical, Christian, front-line, 

hands-on, volunteer, non-profit  

organization that responds to 

Christ's call to serve by working 

hand-in-hand with God's people in 

Africa.  
 

We show the love of Christ 

through projects that directly     

impact the African people,    

stressing self-help and             

sustainability.  

   
 

¶ 100% of all designated funds go 

to their designated purposes. 
 

¶ 100% of all undesignated funds 

go to the mission field in Africa 
 

¶ No overhead or administrative 

costs are deducted. 
 

¶ MMM is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

tax-deductible corporation. 
 

¶ For only $350 you can furnish a 

shallow well for a village in     

Malawi, Tanzania, or Zambia. 
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Thirty-five American 

volunteers will journey to 

Africa this fall. They will 

pay their own expenses and 

room and board. They will 

work long days, drive four-

wheel drive pickups in the 

bush in Africa, and share 

hardships and fellowship 

with their African brothers 

and sisters. 

Join us in the struggle. 

Covenant to pray for us and 

the village communities 

daily. Buy a well for $350 

and give Godôs children a 

cup of safe water to drink. 

Join us! 

Lord bless us with 

enough foolishness to           

believe we can make a          

difference in this world so 

we can do what others 

claim cannot be done 
 

*Church of Central African 

Presbyterian; Synod of Liv-

ingstonia, Synod of Nkhoma, 

Synod of Zambia and the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of Tanzania, Konde Diocese. 

One out of six people lack access to safe drinking water! 



they had left in the school 

year. These are students 

from a school that is 

highly impacted by              

poverty, and yet they dug 

deep, broke into their 

piggy banks and brought 

all they could to share with 

the people of Malawi. As 

you can see they exceeded 

their goal. Thank you for 

the inspiring work that you 

do. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The 1st grade team and 

students 

Spangler Elementary 

Longmont, CO 

We Get lettersé    

To whom it may concern: 

 

Please accept the enclosed 

checks and apply them to 

your shallow well projects. 

We had Jim and Carol 

Nussbaumer from Estes 

Park, CO come to our 

school to share about their 

trips to Africa as part of 

the 1st grade unit on that 

continent. Upon learning 

of the conditions of the 

water the people in                  

Malawi have to deal with, 

our students felt compelled 

to help out. It was                      

determined that they 

would try to raise the 

money to sponsor a well in 

the remaining three weeks  

The student enjoyed carrying 

some water in a bucket on  

their head, wearing traditional 

chitinjis, and even  pounding 

some corn. 

As with my first trip 

last year, I cannot express  

adequately the impact 

these three weeks in              

Malawi have had upon my 

life, both spiritually and 

physically. This experi-

ence has influenced every 

aspect of my life.  

At each of the 72            

shallow well celebrations, 

in which my partner         

Richard Bittle and I par-

ticipated, a  villager spoke. 

As our interpreter 

translated from Chitum-

buka into English, I             

became aware that there 

was a common content in 

what they were saying to 

us:  

§ They were glad we had 

come from America to 

their village. 

§ They wished God's 

protection for our             

return home. 

...and volunteer trip reports.    

§ Because of their bad 

drinking water, they 

had experienced their 

children dying from it 

while they could only 

watch helplessly. 

§ They rejoiced and 

thanked God that now 

they have safe drinking 

water. 

§ They asked us to thank 

the American donors 

who had given money 

for their well. 

§ But, even in their             

rejoicing, they were 

concerned that a 

neighboring village did 

not have safe drinking 

water.  

§ They asked that                     

someone come next 

year to install a well in 

the neighboring vil-

lage.  
 

As they spoke in their 

Language, I could under-

stand only two words, 

ñChristoò and ñAmerika.ò 

Yet in that setting, by 

watching their gestures, 

hearing the inflection of 

their voices, and by                    

listening intensely, I could 

almost guess what the        

interpreter would translate. 

Over the years I have heard 

over and over that I should 

listen, yet at those well 

dedications, with the help 

of the Holy Spirit I was 

blessed with hearing. 

In the week after I             

returned home, my daily 

devotion was entitled, ñThe 

Intense Work of Listeningò 

with the message that in our 

world today listening is in 

short supply. The Scripture 

it used was: 

�³�$�Q�V�Z�H�U�L�Q�J�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �O�L�V�W�H�Q��
ing is both stupid and 

�U�X�G�H���´���3�U�R�Y�H�U�E�V������������ 

How often I have failed to 

listen. I hope to learn to 

listen to others as I did to 

the wonderful villagers 

expressing their joys and 

concerns in those remote 

African villages in 2008. 

MMM Volunteer  

Charles Lewis  

at a well. 

Malawi, 2008 

Because of the generosity of these children, a 

village like this one will have a sustainable 

source of safe drinking water this fall.  


